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Annual Meeting Agenda 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 20, 2018 

Sanctuary 

 

 

          Reports on 

          Page # 

 

1. Brought to order, instructions & prayer  

 

2. Call for additions to the Agenda 

 

3.  Presentation of the February 21, 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes. 3 

 

4. Presentation of the Staff and Ministry Reports   4-36 

 

5. Update on the Kitchen renovation & other plans for 2018      

   

6. Election of Tellers 

 

7. Election of Elders & Pastoral Care Associates      

 

8. Election of two Nominating Committee Members 

 

9. Presentation of the Audit and Financial Reports   36-42 

10.  Presentation of the Proposed Operating Budget   Appendix A 

 

11.  Presentation of the Global Advance Fund Goal    Appendix A  

      

12. Additions to the Agenda and/or other business 

 

13.   Prayer for New Board and PCAs 

  

14. Adjournment goal: 9:00 p.m. 
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Annual Meeting – February 21
st
, 2017 

1. Call for additions to agenda  

Presentation of the July 3
rd

 Congregational meeting minutes added to agenda.  Bill Buitenwerf, 

seconded by Marc Bercier, move to accept the agenda to the meeting. 

2. Presentation of staff and ministry reports It is moved and seconded to accept 2016 annual 

meeting minutes. – motion passed. It is moved by Lidia Taylor and seconded by Gilles Bussiere 

that we accept the 2016 annual meeting minutes and the July 3
rd

 congregational meeting 

minutes– motion passed. 

3. Facilities report 

It is moved by the Elders board that the current Nursery be renovated to house a new kitchen 

with direct access to the fellowship hub and that volunteer labour and other cost lowering 

methods be employed to keep the cost under $70,000. – Motion unanimously passed. 

4. Facilities Budget. 

Denise Lavergne moves that we accept the 2017 Facilities budget seconded by Marc Bercier. 

Motion passed. 

5. Election of Tellers. 

Marc Bercier was nominated by Lidia Taylor seconded by Gilles Bussiere.  Colin Bernard was 

nominated by Debbie Macphail and seconded by Marc Bercier. Both were elected. 

Election of Nominating Committee. 

Lidia Taylor nominated Randy Fast – declined. Debbie Macphail nominated Ron Taylor 

seconded by Marc Bercier – Elected.  Maxine Sarrazin nominated Darlene Fast, seconded by 

Leanne Yeung – Elected. 

6. Audit and Financial reports  

Lidia moved to accept the financial reports seconded by Jim Kahle - Financial report was 

unanimously accepted. 

7.  Budget – unanimously approved. 

8. Global advance fund goal – It was moved by Marc Bercier and seconded by Steve Sarrazin 

that we accept the global advance fund goal at $46,000. – Unanimously approved. 

9. Report of the Tellers – All the Elders and Pastoral care associates got more than 50% of the 

vote. 
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Report of the Lead Pastor 
 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we 

will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 

by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 

scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect 

the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, 

joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, 

as each part does its work.             Ephesians 4 

 

Preaching through the book of Ephesians this year gave me a whole new appreciation for the 

riches we have in Christ which spur us on to be all we can be for Him.  For me the above quote 

from Ephesians is exactly my passion for East Gate Alliance Church.  It's interesting that as I 

began to write this report, I realized that it was on this day, February 1
st
 , that I started as a pastor 

at East Gate Alliance Church, 25 years ago.   Equipping Christ's people for works of service has 

been my goal and desire all these years.  I am so grateful that God has enabled His people to do 

such great works of service that this Body of believers is well on the road to maturity, and 

attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  Praise the Lord! 

 

Discipleship 
Due to this desire to see an expansion in the discipleship ministry at the church, I was 

particularly encouraged with the expansion of our small group leadership team.  This team has 

shown great leadership in redefining, expanding, encouraging, and equipping the Connect 

Groups at East Gate, and I am pleased to report that we now have far more small group 

discipleship training going on than we have ever had in the past along with a number of special 

interest groups!  It's in these hotbeds of feeding on the                          word where growth in 

maturity develops – it's where the real "equipping the saints" happens!   

 

Outreach 
Making disciples always begins with the Gospel 

being presented, so outreach is really the first step 

in making disciples of all nations.  It is exciting to see 

this emphasis continue in 2017 with the following 

outreach endeavors: 

 

1) Guatemala Missions Trip  
2) Summer Day Camp  

3) Alpha Course  

4) Count-down to Christmas 

5) Surviving the Holiday Grief Share 

6) Thursday morning Play Group  

7) A 7up event  

8) Ministry to Syrian Refugees in Regina, Montreal & Rideau 
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High School. 

 

It was exciting to see others 

come to faith through the 

ministry of a faithful 

friend, BHHOP or 

through a Connect 

Group. 

The Gospel was also shared 

on baptism Sundays, Good 

Friday, Christmas Eve and 

regular worship services, 

and a number of people 

responded to altar calls to 

receive Jesus as their 

Saviour.  

 

 

1000 days of prayer in a row! 
I am very pleased that ministry at East Gate has a foundation on God 

Himself, as exemplified by the emphasis on prayer.   By the end of the year 

Burning Hearts House of Prayer had been praying for 1000 consecutive 

days!  Most Connect groups have a prayer element, the Elders, Staff & 

Pastoral Care Associates meet quarterly for prayer, the staff prays together 

weekly, and there are countless other prayer encounters happening in and 

around the church.  In God we trust is more than a sentiment around here – it's also an action. 

 

Compassion Ministries 
I have been really encouraged by the way our congregation has 

responded to those experiencing difficulties and trials.  Time and 

again, people have shown love and compassion for those hurting 

and a number of new ministries have sprung up like 

Arm in Arm, Love & Respect Course,  Marriage 

Oneness, Grief share, 7up, and Double Double.  

Many thanks to those involved in these ministries and 

also to our Pastoral Care Associates and Elders who 

have done countless visits and acts of kindness in the 

name of the Lord.  Praise the Lord for those using the 

gifts God has given for the good of the body of Christ! 
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Relief & World Evangelism 
Once again I am very impressed with the concern the congregation has for the needy 

so clearly displayed through generosity when it comes to relief projects such as 

Project Egypt, Refugee Sponsorship, and 

missions projects like the Guatemala trip and 

the Global Advance Fund of the C&MA.  

 

The following chart shows that giving to the Global 

Advance Fund is consistently over 10% of the total giving, 

and that this year 12.3% of total donations were given to the 

GAF, and 17.3% of total donations went to other 

missions and relief work.  This means we received $214,000 for local needs while receiving 

about half of that -- $105,000, for missions and relief work!  Wow, talk about a generous, world 

minded congregation! 
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ICAC 
God continues to bless the multi-cultural nature of our group of churches.   We have welcomed 

Pastor Augusto and his wife Migdonia to the Spanish ministry, Augusto is very passionate about 

seeing the church be grounded in truth and reaching out in nature.   We also welcomed Pastor 

Raymond and Faith Lu to the Filipino Community Church.  It's great to have this couple invest 

their lives in the church – please pray that the immigration authorities would allow their 16 year 

old son to come to live with them.  It's been a great year for the French ministry, as they are now 

having regular growth and consistent attendance at their meeting.  It's so great to see so many 

people from around the world finding a home in our congregations and being able to participate 

in the children's and youth ministries together.  We so appreciate the fact that God gives so much 

grace in the multi-ethnic relationship, and that there is such a desire to work together to bring 

Christ to the nations.  

 

District Ministry 
The district office asks me from time to time, to coordinate 

licensing interviews for pastors joining the Alliance in the 

Ottawa area, which is a great way to meet the new pastors 

coming into Ottawa.  In June, I was elected to our District Executive Committee and now serve 

as vice chairman.  This responsibility takes me to Toronto three times a year to help shape the 

ministry in our district.  In order to keep a priority on pastoral ministry at East Gate, I felt I 

needed to step down from the ordination committee. 

 

Family Matters 
We rejoice with the families welcoming these new children into the world: Joyce McGill, 

Elianna Kahle, Joel Lee, Ann Kahle, Gwen Thivierge, and Anaël Joseph.  For a list of children 

who were dedicated please see the OMEGA kids report.   May God richly bless all these little 

ones and their families.  

 

There have also been losses in our church family.  We grieve with the families of  Marina Girard, 

Chris Roberts, Greg Vontobel-Prince, Lois Shibley, Shirley Wood, Roy Birthwright, and Edith 

Woodburn, extending our sympathy to their families and friends.  Our hearts also go out to the 

many who have lost family members and friends this year. 

 

Praise the Lord for those following Christ in baptism:  Steve Sarrazin, Nathan Liu, Tina Liang, 

Magdalen Lim, Jared Lim, Patty Sookdee, Pamela Pung, Trevor Pung, Kham My Pung, Thavy 

Meas, Lizbet Escalante, Haydee Escobar, and Matthieu Bercier. 
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We welcome the following members into our fellowship: Augusto Leon, Migdonia Barragan, 

Ahuka Toussaint, Thavy Meas, Cass McMillan, Kim Lanthier, Ana Reyes, David Follini, and 

Jason Taylor, as well as the reinstatement of Rob Sarrazin.  

 

Congratulations to the following happy couples who were united in holy matrimony: Robert & 

Lorraine Carpenter, Sam & Amy Mansour, Leanne & Simon Bikai! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks  
Thanks to all of you who are partners in ministry -- who exhibit the fruit of the Spirit!  In 

particular I would like to thank our staff for going beyond the call of duty in so many ways – I 

love working with you all!   I also want to thank Jennifer for her consistent care, her support, her 

encouragement, and looking after so many church details – you are awesome!  Finally, “Thanks 

be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

O LORD, our Lord, 

How majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Bill Buitenwerf 

 

Church Ministries Reports 

 

Report of the Connect Groups 
In the Fall of 2017 Connect Groups were launched and given a higher profile with an explanation 

of the different groups during a Sunday service and a lunch after the service to further discuss the 

different options.  Everyone was encouraged to find a group that they could identify with and 

learn from.  The leadership team consisted of David & Gemma Follini, Michel Choueiry and 

Pastor Bill.  In the Winter/Spring season the Nelsons group was continuing on Wednesday 

evenings and two sessions of the Love and Respect marriage course was offered, facilitated by 

Colin and Monica Bernard.  The Truth Project was run in the Fall by Jason Christensen with 

about 6 in attendance. 

Foundational Connect Groups include Alpha (see report) and Foundations for Life, led by Peter 

and Marion Hartgerink.  These are held at the church on Wednesday evenings to take advantage 
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of the children’s program, Faith Friends.  About 10 people attended the Foundations course 

which explore 12 foundational teachings that can help us to live stable, productive lives as 

disciples of Jesus.  It is a good follow up course to Alpha. 

Growth Connect Groups include: Adult Sunday School, taught by Jim Kahle on Sunday 

mornings at 9:00 a.m. at the church, presently studying Hebrews 

Tuesday Connect Group, led by Leanne Bikai, presently studying a DVD series by Chip 

Ingram, “Culture Shock:  A Biblical Response to Today’s Most Divisive Topics” with an 

average attendance of 12. 

Wednesday Connect Group, led by Teresa Lafortune, studying “Jonah – Navigate Life 

Interrupted”, with an average attendance of 10. 

Thursday Bible Study Group, led by Sydney & Helga Grierson, meeting bi-weekly, studying 

“David, Issues of the Heart (with Charles Price)”.  An average of 14 adults meet at the church 

from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. and include a short hymn sing and prayer time in their meetings. 

Group 211 – This is a new group that has formed, led by Joel Bernard, to discuss and evaluate 

current political events from a biblical perspective with a view to pray for our leaders. They meet 

on Monday evenings at Joel’s home.  Participation is key in this group, with compulsory 

research. 

Book Club Debra Jackson has hosted a book club in her home for ladies wanting to develop a 

more effective prayer life.  They generally meet monthly on a Thursday evening and are 

presently studying “Fervent”, by Priscilla Shirer.  About 8 women attend regularly. 

Connect 44 led by Carlos Espinosa, meeting weekly on Friday or Saturday evenings for 

fellowship, praise and worship, Bible study, prayer, outreach and other team building activities. 

They are presently studying 1 John and have an average attendance of 10 people. 

Digging Deeper Bible Study meets bi-weekly at the church on Saturdays with an average 

attendance of 10 people, led by Magdy and Claudine.  They emphasize leadership principles 

gained through a thorough study of 1 Timothy, John’s Epistles and Minor Prophets. 

Oneness Marriage Course will be introduced in 2018 by Dave & Arlene Steadman, meeting in 

Orleans for 8 weeks looking at such topics as oneness, communication, conflict resolution and 

spiritual beliefs.   

Linguistic Connect Groups (ESL, Spanish and French) are ongoing, as are Niche Connect 

Groups (Arm in Arm, 7-Up, Double Double and Young Adults Konnect ).  Reports for these 

groups are elsewhere in this document.   

We are encouraged by the increased participation in the small group ministry and know that God 

will bless the study of His Word and the fellowship that occurs in these groups. 

 

Report of Worship and Music 
 

“All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; they will bring glory to 

your name.  For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.  Teach me your way, 

Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your 

name. I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.” 

Psalm 86: 9-12 

It is wonderful to worship together with all the nations that make up East Gate, and especially at 

the ICAC services (3 per year) when our voices may be singing different languages, but our 

hearts are in unity, praising the Lord.  We have felt the Lord’s presence in our services and know 

that He inhabits the praise of His people.   
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I am so grateful to work with fine musicians and wonderful people who want to worship God 

with their lives.  Many thanks to our team.  Also we know there are crucial roles being filled at 

the back with the sound/visual team and express our appreciation for their service as well. 

 

May we be faithful to praise God with all our hearts and glorify His Name forever, 

Jennifer Buitenwerf 

 

Report of Technical Arts:  Audio Visual 
 

As with almost every other year, this past year has been quite a busy year for the Technical Arts 

(Audio/Visual) ministry, and as a ministry, we have been on quite a roller-coaster ride 

throughout this year.  

 

In early summer, we believe either a lightning strike hit the building or the building experienced 

some type of extreme power surge. Various and unrelated pieces of equipment throughout the 

church failed within an extremely short period of time – this included our soundboard, a core 

network switch and a few of our security cameras. While all these items were repairable or 

replaceable, this power-related incident did create some unexpected expenses against our 

ministry budget, which in turn postponed some of the projects we had planned to complete 

during the past year.  

 

While on one hand we were experiencing some setbacks, on the other hand, we were reaching 

new milestones! In June, after many months of hard work, we launched a new website for our 

church! Completely redesigned from the ground up, the new website allowed church members, 

as well as visitors, to find information about our church or ministries, listen to recent sermons, 

and stay up to date with current church events. The new website is also a major step in a greater 

initiative to grow our church's online presence.  

 

Along with the launch of our new website, we also launched social media pages/accounts for our 

church on both Facebook and Instagram, and our hope for these accounts is not only to interact 

with our church members on a regular basis, but also to reach out and interact with the people 

and community around our church. Even just within the past 6 months since launching these 

accounts on social media, there have been numerous occasions where the general public has 

reached out to us, and we have been able to answer their questions or at least point them in the 

right direction to have their questions answered. Social media has created another avenue of 

reaching out to and communicating with the community around our church, and we plan to move 

forward using it as effectively as possible to show our neighbors the love of God! 

 

Another one of our focuses this past year has been to train some new volunteers for our ministry. 

Some of our current volunteers have had to step down for various reasons, and our hope is that 

our new trainees will eventually be able to fill the required positions. Learning how to run the 

soundboard or operating our livestreaming station does require hands-on experience and practice, 

so please keep our trainees in prayer as they take each and every opportunity they can to 

continue to learn and hone their skills in this ministry. 
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With that said, we are on the lookout for some additional volunteers who are interested in 

learning how to run sound/audio, lyrics/visuals, recording/live streaming or even helping grow 

our social media presence. No experience is required, as we can provide all the training  – just 

come with a willingness to learn. If you are interested in volunteering with our ministry, please 

come and chat with me.  

I would like to thank all our current volunteers, who have been faithfully serving this past year: 

Aaron Buitenwerf, Amanda McKee, Dalton Holloway, Hosea Semere, Jason Christensen, Jessica 

Friesen, Nick Gratton, and Simon Lapointe. Thanks again guys for all your help!  

 

If I could just ask for your prayers, that the Lord will continue to grow and cultivate a strong 

team of people that love to serve the Lord in this realm!  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Matthew Beamish 

 

Report of the Library  
 

We are still here, but in a different location.  The old library room has been demolished and the 

library relocated to the classroom next to the kitchen.  The new library is in a much larger space 

with a window.  Many thanks to Andre and Diane Major for all your hard work to make the 

move possible and to Connie Walsh for the subject headers.  Since the room is used as a 

classroom from 9:00-10:15 am, the library is only open after the Sunday morning service.  

However, we still have many wonderful resources for you to use.  We have Christian fiction 

books for adults and children, bible study materials, children’s DVDs, biographies, books on 

missions, women’s and men’s issues, prayer, healing and much, much more. Donations and 

suggestions for purchase are always welcome.  Many thanks to our dedicated staff:  Liliette 

Etienne, Sue Laws, Sunny Beamish and Diane Major.  Sadly, we lost one our faithful workers, 

Chris Roberts, this past year.  We so miss Chris and his cheerful face. Come in after the service 

and check us out.  Better yet, check out a book or DVD.  Staff are ready to help you find what 

you need or make suggestions for some good reading. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lidia Taylor 

 

Report of the Welcome Center and Coffee Ministry 
 

The Fellowship Hub is a wonderful place to connect with friends and newcomers alike.  More 

than 175 gift bags were given out from the Welcome Center this year – a lot of visitors!  We are 

glad some have stayed and become an active part in our church.  The Welcome Center is also a 

place where people can sign up for special events, receive devotional booklets, and find 

information.  We are very thankful to have Isabelle and her team warmly welcoming all.  We 

look forward to the new area that is being developed to increase our effectiveness at welcoming 

newcomers and providing details for upcoming events and ministries.   

We have continued to enjoy coffee and other drinks after church on Sundays and wish to thank 

Sara Thivierge for ensuring that people are cared for in that way. 
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Report of BHHOP 

It gives me great joy to report to you what God is doing among us in this prayer 

ministry. We just celebrated our 3
rd

 year Anniversary which amounts to over 1000 

nights! Spur Ottawa wrote an article about this, see www.burningheartsprayer.com 

to read article. We had about 45 events with speakers volunteering their time and 

talents. I am very thankful for the many volunteers that have been faithful in 

serving at BHHOP to see God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

We had many wonderful testimonies as answers to prayer. God’s goodness has 

been truly visible throughout this past year. Stories of hope, deliverance, healing, 

restoration and the building up of the Body to experience the power of the Holy 

Spirit moving in their lives.  

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 1Corinthians 4:20  

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, Eph 3:20  

It’s been an adventure and I have learned a lot from the many diverse leaders 

teaching on prayer and building up people as we are called to do.  

We had many people come for their prayer needs and they have reported that God 

has come through for them. I am grateful to the Lord and to all the saints who have 

entrusted me with this life transforming work.  

Looking ahead, I believe God is going to do even greater things in 2018 than we 

have ever seen and it will be marvellous in our eyes. I will leave you with these 

verses to ponder. In Psalm 46:10 He says, "Be still, and know that I am God; I will be 

exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth." 

And 1 Cor 2:9However, as it is written: "What no eye has seen, what no ear has 

heard, and what no human mind has conceived" -- the things God has prepared for 

those who love him--  

 

Be Still in Christ, 

 

Nahia Haddad 

BHHOP Coordinator  

 

 

Report of Men’s Ministry 
2017 was a good year for the men's ministry at EGAC.  In January about 10 men from the 

Church went to Cedarview Alliance Church to hear the President of the Christian & Missionary 

Alliance, David Hearn speak. This man is one of my favourite speakers and didn’t disappoint. 

http://www.burningheartsprayer.com/
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One of my favourite things about listening to him speak is how open he is about his own life and 

incorporating that into his messages. 

In February we did a Grub 'n Game night.  We had about 30 men show up to this event.  Pastor 

Josh spoke on getting involved and there was a table set up with different ministries that men 

could get involved in.  We had the hockey game set up on all the TVs.  A huge thanks to Colin 

Bernard who spent his entire Saturday in the kitchen cooking pulled pork and various other 

delicious foods. 

In June we did a men's BBQ on a Saturday night.  I believe we had about 15 men come out to 

that.  Dalton Holloway prepared a message for the evening and it resulted in great discussions 

around the fire. I was encouraged to see that men both young and old showed up to this event. 

I am looking forward to kicking off 2018 with the Promise Keepers “All In” conference being 

held at Woodvale Pentecostal church.  Hoping to see the Holy Spirit move this year in the lives 

of the men of EGAC. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jason Christensen 

 

Report of Spanish Ministry 
Between January to April, we had some meetings with a group of 5 people in the room No. 6 on Sundays at 
12:30 p.m., that was the base of our new congregation. Also, we started officially our congregation on May 
2017 when I was consecrated as a Pastor by C & M A. From that time we have had to move our service to 
rooms No. 5/7.  At the end of the year, we had a formal attendance of around 25 people, 7 attending leader 
School classes (Friday afternoon or Saturday afternoon), 8 being preparing for the baptism celebration day. 
Also, we have finished the year with 4 cells, which meet in different places and different date during 
the weekdays around the city. 
 
Since the beginning of our congregation, we are moving toward being formed as Christian leaders. 
The motto of our ministry is "Make each believer a leader" that knows the Word of God, that 
understands the reason why Jesus came and will come back, and that is filled with the fire of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Blessings, 
Augusto and Migdonia Leon 

 

Ministère francophone 

Report for 2017 and plans for 2018 

 
2017 was an encouraging year for the French ministry. 

We have met many new people with the Alpha course, three of which have decided to follow 

Jesus, two of them were baptized at the beginning of 2018. Glory to God! We have started 

meeting two evenings a week on a regular basis, on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The Lord has opened doors for us to go visit and encourage the residents of the Montfort long-

term care facility. We will further develop this opportunity in 2018. 

Another door is opening for 2018. I was asked to help facilitate an Alpha course in a Catholic 

Church and to help with the installment and training of a leadership team. 

In 2017, we had the great joy of welcoming a new baby to the French family. Anaël was born on 

November 27 and we are celebrating with Darryl and Francine. 
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In March we will be starting the membership course in French and we hope to create the first 

steering committee for the French ministry. 

 

Pasteur Jacques Lapointe 

 

 

Fellowship and Care Ministry Reports 
 

Pastoral Care Associates’ Report – 2017 

In 2017, the Pastoral Care Associates (PCAs) were Leanne Yeung, Agathe Houle, Teresa 

Lafortune and joining us in 2017, was Maxine Sarrazin.  Welcome Maxine!  Our dear sister 

Leanne has made the decision to step down next year, given the changing priorities in her life 

with a new long distance marriage and all that this involves.  We are very thankful for Leanne’s 

compassion, computer skills, skills with crafts and mostly her love.  We will miss her greatly on 

the team next year, but we have no doubt that she will be busy welcoming a new little addition to 

her family in the near future.   

 

The PCAs and Pastoral Care Elders periodically met for prayer, sharing and planning with the 

elders.  Truly, as Pastoral Care Associates, the ministries of home and hospital visits, as well as 

ministry of encouragement were our main objectives at East Gate during the past year.  The team 

blessed those visited and were themselves richly blessed by these visits.  As usual, some of the 

visits turned into outings to have coffee, share a meal or just go to view Christmas lights.  We 

lent a hand to other ministries, such as the Arm in Arm ministry, the Christmas Hamper Project; 

the Missions Committee and prayed with and for people, as well as for church ministries.  

Leanne and Teresa also led small Connect Group Bible studies. 

 

The PCAs coordinated 2 Newcomer’s Luncheons throughout the year. The elders, PCAs and 

their families took the opportunity to fellowship with people new to East Gate, share about their 

ministries and inform newcomers about what programs are available at the church.  The events 

were well-attended and are also an opportunity to connect newcomers to the various Connect 

groups/Bible studies that are available. 

 

Once again, an International Community of Alliance Churches (ICAC) Women’s Breakfast was 

held and the theme in May, 2017 was “Resting in Him”, taken from Matthew 11:28.  Penny Hall, 

who has served as a missionary in the Far East, principally in Viet Nam and in South America; in 

the upper Amazon region of Ecuador, with additional years in Malaysia and in Central America, 

was the guest speaker. This event was well-attended, with upwards of 116 women, even 

compared to the large attendance the previous year.  Penny blessed the participants with her 

words and stories.  Guests left the event feeling refreshed. 

 

Please know that your suggestions are welcome if you see a need to show encouragement and 

God’s love to someone in the congregation or have ideas for guest speakers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Agathe Houle      Maxine Sarrazin         Leanne Yeung     Teresa Lafortune 
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Arm in Arm Ministry Report 
 

The mandate of Arm in Arm is as follows:  Arm in Arm is a ministry of Christian women 

coming alongside other women who are experiencing or have experienced trauma or trials of any 

kind. This may include issues such as abuse, violence, divorce or separation, health, financial or 

emotional crisis, and relationship struggles (partner or kids).  We are a safe place where women 

can experience God’s love through sharing, supporting, caring and praying for each other.  We 

are not a counseling service and we encourage anyone in need of these services to seek 

professional care.   

 

The Arm in Arm leadership team includes Cathy Bernard, Agathe Houle and Arlene Steadman.  

Women who may be struggling and needing support are primarily referred to Arm in Arm by 

church leaders or the congregation, however this ministry is open to anyone who wishes to 

attend.  The ministry was promoted in the church bulletin and website, and we had an 

opportunity to share with the congregation during the connect group outreach service in the fall.  

Meetings were weekly when group needs were more acute, with less frequency at other times.  

Over the summer months the group met monthly and stayed connected via email, phone calls or 

one-on-one get-togethers as required. 

 

Our group size varied throughout the year, ranging from 4 - 8 people attending meetings.  One of 

our ladies who was initially struggling with mental health issues is currently thriving, supporting 

other ladies in the group and is involved in volunteer activities outside of Arm in Arm.  We 

currently have 5 new ladies participating and several original members are no longer needing our 

support. One woman began attending after hearing about our ministry through the connect group 

outreach service.  Another new member who did not have a relationship with Jesus, gave her life 

to the Lord during a meeting and has a new sense of purpose and peace.  Ladies attending Arm in 

Arm were struggling with relationship or family difficulties, emotional abuse, financial 

difficulties and health challenges.  In addition to weekly meetings, ladies were able to stay 

connected via regular email updates which included sharing prayer requests, encouragement, 

Bible verses and devotionals.   

 

The feedback we received from group members continued to be overwhelmingly supportive of 

this ministry.  We have seen a lot of answered prayer over the year which has been very 

encouraging for both the leaders and group members.  It has been a blessing for the leadership 

team to serve on this ministry and enormously encouraging to see God at work in these ladies 

and their love and support for each other. 

 

Cathy Bernard 

Agathe Houle 

Arlene Steadman 
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Vulnerable Young Adults Ministry – 7-UP 
 

7Up continues to be a group that it is a joy to work with.  They have called themselves a 

“family” and love spending time with each other and with their leaders because of the love, 

acceptance, simple faith, and assistance in life’s issues they receive.  In the area of activities we 

have maintained the high level and variety of activities we offer.  Many off-site excursions, and 

two weekend retreats.  In the summer of 2017 we joined East Gate’s camping trip and we are 

heading out in Feb 2018 to Camp IAWAH’s Sr High retreat. 

 

Growth has come in the areas of: 

 

1) Numbers:  15 different special needs young adults attended this group throughout the year and 

we have now leveled off at 13 group members, with more asking if they can bring their friends 

with them.  While this growth is positive, it also creates a tension in decisions on accepting new 

members or not because to accommodate more members we need more leaders, more space, 

more vehicles, etc. OR we need to change the way we do things.  They love the flavour of our 

group as we go out and have fun together – staying at the church for all events where it is easy to 

accommodate numbers is not the preferred environment to foster the casual & comfortable feel 

that works best in reaching this group. 

 

2) Spiritual Growth: The main goal is to help the young adults grow in their knowledge of God 

and in their faith.  The Bible Time focus has continued with –“Just like you.”  I have been using 

a devotional book that takes Bible Characters that are about the age of a teenager or young adult 

and what God has been doing in their life and applying it to today.  Lately we have been 

discussing Esther & what it is to be called “for such a time as this” - “How can God use you 

today & are you willing?” 

The best night of 7UP since it started in 2012 was this past November.  We have been planting 

seeds of faith for 6 years now at our group & I have been wondering what it would take for some 

of our group members to make a decision for Christ.  Praying about it & discussing it with other 

leaders & parents we decided to have Paula Ernst come in and speak to them.  A safe and fun 

environment was created with one of the mom’s leading an art project, playing in the gym, etc.  

Paula hung out with them ahead of her speaking & knew many of them from working with them 

in school while they were younger.  Paula has a good rapport with them, a unique gift of 

speaking their language, & a great way of challenging them.  She had a wonderful response to 

her message & six of our young adults took the step to asking Jesus into their lives that night.  

The young adults, leaders, and parents are so excited & so thankful to God.  We are planning a 

follow-up with Paula this spring. 

Our prayer time and worship time continue to be the parts in which the group members engage 

the most.  They get to talk about their struggles and pray for one another, and they love to sing!  

It is a chance for them to be real with their faith.  Having a leader who could help guide these 

young adults in worship would be ideal for our future. 

 

3) More Groups & A New Platform to Share Christ:  Another huge advancement was the 

institution of a monthly Coffee House, where the 35+ special needs folks could begin their group 

called “Double Double” and where our “7Up” group could join in to encourage them and to 

experience the Coffee House and Young Alpha videos.  This has spurred good discussion and 
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has also become a wonderful time for people who may want to join “7Up” to come and check us 

out.  With most of our other activities numbers are an issue, but not for this event, especially 

with the feast that Debra prepares! 

 

4) Leadership:  Long term male (& female) mentors who will meet them at their level & walk 

with them through life experiences continues to be our deepest need so that we don’t have to put 

the growth of numbers on hold.    

Christine & Jennifer Laws have served in this capacity for 6 years now and the demands are 

getting higher with the increase of numbers and needs.  We have been blessed with Cass 

MacMillan coming in as a steady & enthusiastic support on a weekly basis.  The young adults 

respond very well to her.   George Haddad has stepped into the main leadership role with the 

males for overnight retreats, with the Coffee House, and has opened the doors of his house to the 

group.  Marc Bercier continues to take every opportunity he sees the group together to come over 

and encourage everyone – feeling loved & included like this makes a huge difference in building 

relationship & reaching them for Christ.  Deb Jackson runs the Coffee House and our leaders 

take a supporting role.  It is wonderful to have a week “off” the main leadership role & to see the 

young adults respond to a larger age-range and enjoy the activities with them.  We have had 

many people from the church help with the coffee house & with the outings.   A big “Thank 

You” to all those who have helped & in every capacity! 

 

5) Support: The real estate team that I work for “The WalkerKosh Team” has a heart for what 

this group is all about.  They decided to give a percentage of the income from the home sales 

they assist with to the group.  It went so well in 2017 that they will continue in 2018.  In 2017 

they raised over $3,000 to help those with special needs in our church. Including: food cards, 

dental bills, pest control & more.  They have also contributed towards the costs of the camping 

trip and the upcoming winter retreat.  As they continue to spreading the word about this group to 

their clients, I am interested to see what God will do with this to grow our ability to meet the 

special needs in our community and to use that as a tool to share Christ.  

 

Christine Laws 

 

Report of the Benevolent Team 
We so appreciate the generosity of East Gate to express Christ’s love to those in need. At least 

90 cards (minimum $25) were given during this year. We also helped with several larger gifts to 

some of our own church family going through a hard time. 

At the Christmas season, Connie, Teresa and many volunteers worked hard to deliver more than 

57 hampers and other cookie/goodies visits.  Many of these responded with cards and messages 

of thanks and blessing us for these gifts.  We look forward to streamlining our approach this year 

and have connected with the Caring and Sharing Exchange program in Ottawa to avoid 

duplication.   

 

Missions and Outreach Reports 
 

Report of the Missions Committee 2017 

Thank you to the congregation for your ongoing support of our missionaries. East Gate continues 
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to generously give to Global Advance which supports C&MA workers, Worldwide. C&MA 

workers rely on our support so that they can devote their time, fully, to ministry.  Approximately 

250 international workers span the globe, with over 40% in countries that closed their doors to 

traditional missionaries long ago. These countries are now referred to as Creative Access 

Countries.  Once there is enough local leadership in a particular region, C&MA workers are 

often then redeployed to another unreached region or country. This usually involves learning 

another language or two and becoming familiar with local customs and traditions. 

 

East Gate also supports Project Egypt, an initiative spearheaded by Abdel Messih Boulos, his 

wife, Hanan Soliman, and joined by Marc Bercier.  Project Egypt helps fund micro-businesses in 

Egypt.  This initiative is helping some of the poorest people create a sustainable livelihood for 

their families and to show how Christians, strangers to them, can show the love of God.  In 

February, Marc Bercier gained first-hand experience when he accompanied Abdel on one of 

these projects and he plans to return to Egypt in 2018.  While helping families in need, the team 

also shares the gospel and runs weekend camps to assist women specifically. 

 

In February we also welcomed Gerald Hogenbirk, C&MA Regional Developer to Silk Road, 

who delivered a sermon, sharing with us a little about Dr. Kennedy going to Abu Dhabi in 1905. 

 

In March we had the privilege of welcoming Marwan and Inge Qandah who shared about their 

involvement with Muslim Background Believers (MBB) from the Middle East (Germany). 

Marwan and Inge are also involved in witnessing to Muslims in Yemen and Holland, as well as 

counselling in refugee camps in Europe.   

 

Penny Hall, who has served as a missionary in the Far East, principally in Viet Nam and in South 

America; in the upper Amazon region of Ecuador, with additional years in Malaysia and in 

Central America, was the guest speaker at a ladies breakfast held at East Gate in May. 

 

Also in May, Samantha Chittick – SIM- Medical Missions to the Hospital in Galmi, Niger shared 

about her experience treating Muslim children affected with malaria.  Niger is a country where 

there is no health care and very few can afford medicine or treatment for the young or old.  So 

many children die on a daily basis during malaria season because of the lack of doctors. Sam was 

able to share God’s love with compassion and His strength during this heart breaking experience. 

Mathew Chittick, who went with his wife Sam, was able to teach music and preach at the local 

church during his short stay, as well as help with administration in the mission office. 

 

Victor and Betty Chin, C&MA international workers who are ministering in Mexico, visited us 

in July and preached from Isaiah 54:1-3. They shared with the congregation on a creative method 

to spread the gospel in a public park, providing activities for children in order to share the gospel 

with their parents.  

 

The Missions Committee and Elders Board along with the congregation approved a short term 

Youth mission trip to San Raymundo, Guatemala.  The purpose of the trip was to implement an 

afterschool program and sports camp for students. Team members also offered English classes 

during the school days and conducted home visits throughout the community. The Missions 

Committee, with final approval from the Board of Elders, selected 5 youth from East Gate 
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Alliance and the Mandarin Church.  The trip was funded by the youth through various fund 

raising activities and through donations from the congregation and families of the participants.  

 

Danny and Vera Kuranji, C&MA – Missionaries in Serbia, work with many different people, 

such as drug and alcohol addicts, cancer patients, the homeless, war refugees and overseeing the 

Novi Sad Christian Church they started; the list goes on… 

 

The Kuranjis, on their home visit to Canada spent the week of October 1
st
 through the 7

th
with us, 

speaking to the various groups: starting with the congregation, leading the sermon on Sunday, 

The Youth group, Thursday afternoon Connect Group, BHHOP, and Vera was the guest speaker 

at a Tea hosted by the ladies on Saturday, “An afternoon with Vera”.  Her talk was inspiring and 

she encouraged the women with her live experience with people and her Journey with God from 

the beginning of their ministry until now. We, the congregation were all blessed by their visit. 

 

The Missions Committee is being chaired by Cheryl Duhig. The other members are: Liliette 

Etienne, Teresa Lafortune, and Lidia Taylor. The Missions Board is located by the front entrance 

to the Fellowship Hub, and frequently updated to include photographs, news updates and prayer 

requests from some of our missionaries. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Cheryl Duhig 

 

Canadian Outreach Update – Georges and Ellen Jarjour 
In spite of significant health concerns and challenges, Georges and Ellen have been very busy 

reaching out to people in many avenues and places.  In Ottawa the Battle for the Hearts course 

was taught at Harmony Church in Winchester.  Also the Jarjours have pursued training for the Al 

Massira course.  Donations were given to support needy refugee families at Rideau High School 

and over 30 young people and their families received warm boots and clothing in the winter.  

This act of kindness resulted in opportunities to meet with several of the families. 

 

Georges has been working in Montreal with a wonderful team of evangelists for many weekends.  

Many Bibles and literature were given out and special events have been held with great results.  

Much follow up has been requested and a new church was formed in September.  Please pray for 

the Montreal team as this work can be overwhelming and exhausting.  Pray also that financial 

support would meet their needs. 

 

In the Summer Georges travelled to Regina where a Day Camp for children was run.  It was a 

great success and 35 children heard about God’s attributes.  Georges also conducted a seminar on 

answering Muslim objections to assist those in discussions with their Muslim friends to address 

some difficult topics.  Approximately 40 attended and feedback was very positive.  Connection 

was made with an Arabic Pastor from Saskatoon who wants to start a Muslim ministry and plans 

are underway for training and evangelical outreach there. Another interesting connection was 

made to organize outreach events to 65 Yazidi refugee families coming to Halifax.   Pray that 

God will move His Spirit in all these endeavours and bring forth fruit, support and laborers into 

His harvest field. 
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Operation Christmas Child Report - 2017 

 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is a ministry, stemming from Samaritan’s Purse, helping fill 

spiritual and physical needs of vulnerable children by letting us show them the practical love of 

Jesus Christ.  We fill shoe boxes with needed items and toys and then ship them to developing 

countries where local leaders let us know where to deliver these gifts that give children a 

message of hope and caring.  Whenever possible, the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

transmitted to the children in their own languages and they can participate in The Greatest 

Journey, a discipleship learning program.  Many children and often their families come to a 

saving knowledge of Jesus Christ through OCC.   

 

The International Community of Alliance Churches (ICAC) serves as a local Collection Centre 

for the churches, work places, community organizations and individual families participating in 

this project in our area and we transport all filled shoe boxes collected to the Regional Collection 

Centre.  For the last fourteen years, Georges Haddad has faithfully provided a truck and his 

muscle, along with Maurice and Eric Lafortune, Tim Lee and Conner Wilson, to deliver the 

boxes.  Thank you so much.  

 

Shoeboxes can be ordered directly in increments of 25 from OCC and we still distribute from 

500 – 1,000 empty boxes at the church, but as word gets out we will order fewer.  We received a 

return of 947 filled shoeboxes this year, significantly down from our 1,464 total last year.  Our 

group (East Gate, Redeemer Alliance and Community Pentecostal) has determined that churches 

and schools are still giving shoe boxes, but they are delivering to different collection centres 

according to what centre is open and when. For example, two churches that usually deliver to 

East Gate, went to Community with their boxes, accounting for the reduction in numbers turned 

in.  My heart is at peace about this and I praise God that He is working with this ministry in a 

different way.   This year, I have also been involved volunteering with Christmas Shoe Box 

Village hosted by Redeemer Alliance.  People pay $25.00 all in and get to fill a box for a boy or 

girl, write a note and get their photo taken.  In 2018, more choices will be available for filling the 

shoeboxes, so stay tuned for more information on this in September.   

 

The International Community of Alliance churches collected 211 filled boxes, slightly down 

from last year but still an encouraging result.  Even if you cannot give a filled shoe box, we covet 

your prayers so that filled boxes that go to children, bring fruit for the Kingdom.  

 

Faithful helpers appeared this year to load cartons; Cheryl Duhig, the Wilson family, Maurice 

Lafortune, Tim Lee and Georges Haddad.  If I forgot to thank anyone please be forgiving.  

Thanks also go to Jennifer Buitenwerf and Debbie Macphail, who fielded questions by telephone 

and to Gracie L .and Isabella R., who dedicated the boxes in prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Teresa Lafortune 
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Report of the Refugee Sponsorship Committee 

 
2017 was an active year for the Refugee Sponsorship Team. 

In February we welcomed Fitsum, a single Eritrean man who escaped Eritrea in 2012 and spent 

four and a half years in Burkina Faso as an asylum seeker, waiting for a door of opportunity to 

open for him. The first three and a half years of this time were spent waiting for the UNHCR to 

process his case and refer him to a potential host country. He came to Canada under the 

"Blended Visa-Office Referred" program. The BVOR program is a mechanism whereby refugees 

who have applied to the Government of Canada for asylum are matched with a private sponsor 

and the government covers a  portion of the cost of the first year of sponsorship. Fitsum has 

adapted to life in Canada very well and has become fully self supporting after only a few months. 

He is grateful for our role in bringing him to Canada and values the freedom he has found here. 

He is a devout Orthodox Christian and has found fellowship at St George and St Anthony Coptic 

Orthodox Church. 

 

In addition to Fitsum, we have several private sponsorships pending. We are currently awaiting 

the arrival of Saba, an Eritrean single mother, and her two sons Aron and John, who are being 

sponsored in partnership with Lydia Bocretsion (a friend of Letty Berhe) who has known Saba 

since they were in Eritrea. She will provide them with a place to live and we will assist with 

other needs. We are also awaiting the arrival of Kokob and Helen, an Eritrean couple, and their 

three young children Noh, Sasuna and Buruk. In addition to these two families we have also 

agreed to sponsor Teumfal, a single young Eritrean man who has been a great help to Saba, 

Kokob and Helen because of his knowledge of English and his general resourcefulness. We 

anticipate that all these people may arrive at roughly the same time, since the applications were 

submitted together, but we do not have any information on when their claims will be processed.  

 

We have also been asked to help several individuals who want to bring relatives to Canada and 

are willing to bear the cost but want us to help them with the application process. One such case 

is currently in process and others may follow if this one is successful. Even when East Gate does 

not bear the financial cost, the sponsorship process is quite demanding in other ways, and we 

have been seeking the Lord's wisdom as to how to respond to such requests given that we are all 

volunteers with limited capacity. The needs are great. 

 

As we have become known as a refugee sponsoring church, we have started to receive heart-

wrenching appeals on a regular basis from asylum seekers in various parts of the world.  I 

usually try to respond to these emails with some words of encouragement and prayer. Since we 

can't sponsor them all, it would be easier just to ignore them, but I don't want to treat these 

people as just another statistic. God doesn't do that. He hears their cries. So even if we can't help 

them, because we have reached the limits of our capacity, I try to encourage them to keep 

knocking on the door of heaven. "When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

(Luke 18:8) 

 

I am grateful for the support and partnership of an excellent team in this good and necessary 

work. I'm also grateful to be part of a church that understands God's heart for the nations. There 
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will be representatives of every tribe, tongue and nation around the throne. I'm glad we get to 

welcome some of them to share life with us while we wait for that Day.  

 

In Christ 

 

Peter Hartgerink 

 

Report of AA Christmas Outreach 
Praise God! The Cookie Bag outreach that we do for the AA groups that meet in our church was 

another wonderful way to spread the word of God!  Two Bibles with the 10 Step Recovery Plan 

in it were requested.  Please be in prayer for those that requested them that they will come to 

faith! Thank you to all the volunteers who baked cookies and filled the bags! 

 

Darlene Fast 

 

Report of Alpha 
Alpha has been an amazing way to reach out to our community. During this past year, a few 

people and myself have been active in reaching out personally to our surrounding community. 

We went out to distribute invitations by hand and we had some guests join us for Alpha. We are 

grateful for your prayer support and of course the wonderful meals everyone provided to make 

Alpha a great success.  

 

This past year Ottawa participated in a Canada wide Alpha advertising  campaign to reach 

Canadians in our city. Many churches got together including our church to raise funds to pay for 

the advertising such as billboards and bus ads and social media. That means you were part of 

reaching not only our community but our city as well. The results are encouraging. Alpha 

Canada reports that 80 Alphas were registered online to start in September/October 2017 up from 

35 in the fall of 2016. Those Alphas include the efforts of 39 different churches from across 

denominational spectrum which is up from 18 churches involved in the Fall the year before. 

Other Alphas were initiated in the High schools, homes, universities, colleges, workplaces, 

senior homes and prisons. It is wonderful to see unity in the Body working together to evangelize 

our city, together with the Lord and each other, we are stronger. If you would like more info 

please visit capitalregionalpha.ca.  

 

Our church alone in 2017 ran 3 English Alphas, 1 Youth Alpha, a few French Alphas, and a few 

Mandarin Alphas. We also had follow up Alpha. We had non believers join and new believers 

and even long time believers. All have reported to be renewed in their faith and feel stronger as a 

result of taking Alpha some for the first time. We had 3 people accept Jesus and many 

recommitted their allegiance to Jesus. Some are still attending Bible study and others have not 

returned but claim they are reading their Bible.  

 

We also had the privilege of training leaders who attend other churches in the hopes that they 

will run Alpha in their churches as well. Bhhop committed to praying nightly for the campaign 

and outreaches. I believe that Alpha is a team effort and we couldn’t have done it without the 

prayer support and generous contributions of those who want to see God’s kingdom come on 

earth as it is in heaven. Thank you for entrusting me in this ministry, it has been wonderful to see 
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lives changes through using this tool to help bring Jesus to the lost. Please continue to pray for 

my family and I and all those who are hosting and helping make Alpha happen each week. That 

means praying for yourself as well because you are part of the team.   

Nahia Haddad 

 

Report of Project Egypt 

 
Project Egypt is a ministry begun by Abdel Messih Boulos and his wife Hanan.  It works on the 

micro business principle and provides loans to the poor in Egypt to purchase various 

animals/things to provide them with a source of income.  Abdel has provided a statement of 

income and expenses from April 2016 – April 2017.  In December 2017 they left for Egypt with 

$3,765.00 donations from the church.  Marc Bercier has gone to Egypt (February 1, 2018) and 

took the balance of what was raised for this latest trip:  $5,144.15.  We praise God for this 

ministry and for your generosity to support it. 

 

Income from 4/2016 to 4/2017 

      

 
source date CD$ 

 

 
balance from last 

year 
4-016 0 

 

 
from projects 5-016 420 

 

 
from projects 6-016 430 

 

 
from projects 7-016 410 

 

 
from projects 8--016 450 

 

 
from projects 9-016 436 

 

 
from projects 10-016 444 

 

 
from projects 11-016 432 

 

 
from projects 12-016 422 

 

 
  

 

  
 

 
East gate Church 12-016 10450 

 

 
East gate Church 01-017 7774.85 

 

 
from projects 1-017 460 

 

 
from projects 2-017 477 

 

 
from projects 3-017 477   

 
from projects 4*017 420 

 

 
total income 5-017 23502.9 
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Expenses from 4/2016 to 4/2017 
 

     
CD$ Project Name Place servant 

800 ink shop Amgad salah azez Biba Yasser lamay 

800 Cloth shop Ashraf Talat Shaker Biba Yasser lamay 

1500 Soksok Samir lahzy banod Bni sweef Yasser lamay 

800 grocery Romany Farok tadros Bni sweef Yasser lamay 

1200 Cow gamil Khaly Galleny Biba Yasser lamay 

1500 chicken Atia tawfek botros Biba Shohdy 

3360 salary for 1 

3588 
2.5 day retreat 
for 120 people 

1680 
Transportation 
for 120 people 

to retreat 

1200 Cow Abdalla abrahim Khalel Biba Shohdy 

500 chicken Sabah zaky thabt Biba Yasser lamay 

600 grocery Mina gamal soliman Bni sweef Yasser lamay 

1500 grocery Ayad rawoof fathy Biba Yasser lamay 

1500 Cow Hany gerges assad Biba Yasser lamay 

3000 Tractor Nazer asaad abrahim Biba Yasser lamay 

23528   Total expenses   net-25.15 

     

     
 

 

Report of ESL  -  English as a Second Language 
 

 

East Gate Alliance Church has been reaching out to the community for at least 9 years in the 

offering of ESL to anyone who wishes to learn or improve their English language skills.  We 

have adult students that have come to Canada from Asia, Africa, Europe and the Caribbean 

Islands as well as Canadian students whose first language is not English. 

Some of the students attend our church, but others do not, yet feel comfortable coming to a 

church site for instruction.  We offer two levels of instruction: beginner and intermediate in 

separate classrooms on Saturday mornings from 10:00 to 11:30.  Each classroom has its own 

volunteer teacher skilled in the area of instruction.  You’ll find us a friendly group that likes to 

share experiences and thoughts with each other.  We have upwards of 7 adult students each 
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Saturday morning and we’ve even had a couple of keen pre-teens coming with their parent 

student. 

 

Doriane Adjibi  -  teacher of the beginner class.  Doriane is a young lady from Africa with an 

infectious smile and a warm heart for teaching beginners.  Apart from her native African 

language, she speaks French very well and finds this useful since many of our students have 

French as their first or second language. 

 

Dave Steadman  -  teacher of the intermediate/advanced class.  Dave has training in ESL 

teaching plus a wide experience in teaching in both private and public schools.  The goal in his 

class is to meet the needs of each student, whether the need is vocabulary, pronunciation, 

reading, listening or writing. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dave Steadman 

 

Report of OMEGA Kids 

 
Jesus commissioned the Church with only one responsibility – “make disciples.” 

Disciple making is the most important ministry that churches can undertake.  

Churches must plan purposeful ministries to disciple parents and children.   

The vitality of the next generation of Christians hinges on the church’s willingness to do so. 

Children’s discipleship is the hope of the world!  (DiscipleLand) 

 

“But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the children come to me and do not hinder 

them for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”” Luke 18:16 

 

At OMEGA Kids we continue to believe that our main purpose is disciple making.  We cannot 

idly sit by and hope that children will develop a Christian worldview.  We have to evaluate all 

that we do through the lens of building disciples.  While we do some fun things our primary 

purpose is to teach the word of God believing that he will bring fruit in the lives of the children. 

To that end we provide various opportunities within which children can hear the gospel, be 

taught the word of God, and be challenged to serve Christ faithfully.  Exposure to the gospel is 

paramount at summer day camp as well as at Faith Friends.  Ana Reyes partnered with CEF to 

bring a weeklong club to the children in her neighbourhood this summer so that they could hear 

the gospel.  Systematic discipleship takes place on Sundays during Children’s Worship and 

Prime Time and I trust it is taking place in your homes. A heart for reaching the world is 

developed in Go N’ Tell.  Playgroup and special events such as Christmas Countdown, provide 

opportunities for us to meet new friends in our community and be a light to them.  What follows 

is an outline of the various ministries under OMEGA Kids. 

 

Prime Time 

This year’s joint average attendance for Prime Time classes was 63 children which represents 

68% of the ninety-three children enrolled in Prime Time.  We continue to use DiscipeLand 

curriculum.  Thank you to Susan Pay for her help in organizing the volunteers for the quarterly 

schedule. My appreciation to the whole Prime Time team. 
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English Preschool: Lisa Wilson, Tanya Nenclares, Arlene Steadman, Hannah Wilson, Esther 

Christensen, Erica Taylor, Xav Trepanier, Lova Ranaivson, Juliette 

Lapointe, Elise Percival, Nadia Zhou 

Mandarin Preschool: Lin Zhang, Limei Sun, Ling Gao,  Cai Peng, Jane Xu,  Shan Qu,  

Magdalene Lim, Nickie Lu, Merry Qu, Tina Liang, Jean Chang, Sarah 

Guan, Ruimin Xu, Cindy Wen 

Kindergarten: Justin Bercier, Carmen Choueiry,  Elim Chen, Catherine Wu, Shalom 

Chen, Leanne Yeung,  Alain Bercier, Tanya Haddad, Elisa Percival, Nadia 

Zhou, Grace Haddad, Nickie Lu, Magdalene Lim 

Grades 1-2  Michel Choueiry, Hui Wang, Susan Pay, Yu Zhong, Vicky Wu, Kian Goh, 

Joyce Shih, Bruce Wen, Eleisa Emde, Na Liu, James Lu, Hannalee Wu, 

Shulammite Wen, Erica Taylor, Sarah Guan 

Grades 3-4: Lidia Taylor, Yu Zhong, Susan Pay, Alazar Ghide, Pascale Lalonde, 

Pierre Beboua, Darren Shen, Paul Zhou, Daniel Cui, Jared Lim, Cathy 

Bernard, Helen Zhao 

Grades 5-6:   Connie Walsh, Ko-Yung Liu, Pascale Lalonde, Murdock Walsh, Bruce 

Wen, Linda Shen, Maggie Song, 

 

We lost a dear friend and faithful teacher this year when Chris Roberts went home to the Lord.  

He shared his love of God’s word, his faith and his quirky sense of humour with the children 

both in the Prime Time grade 5-6 class, Faith Friends and at summer day camp.   From Chris we 

learned what it meant to be joyful in all circumstances.   He freely shared with the children that 

even though he had lost his legs he had God and that was enough for him.  Thank you for 

visiting him in the hospital; visits with the children were often the highlight of his day and he 

would reread their notes and cards frequently.  The children faithfully prayed for him and they 

rejoiced that he was in heaven with Jesus and that in heaven his legs would be restored.  Imagine 

the joy he experienced when all things were made new! 

 

Faith Friends 

As part of our unit of serving others we prepared appreciation bags for the firefighters at Station 

House 51 down the street. They invited us for a tour and a couple of the children were honoured 

to be allowed to pray for the firefighters.  We trust the firefighters were encouraged by the notes 

that the children wrote and enjoyed their yummy treats!   

This Fall we welcomed some new children from our community and it has been interesting to 

observe their attitude about being here change from indifferent to actively engaging in 

discussions about the lesson.  We pray that God continues to bring in those kids who need to 

hear the good news of Jesus. 

We averaged 13 children in 2017.    We have seen an increase in children attending due to Faith 

Friends running concurrently with Alpha and the French ministry but it does mean our number 

fluctuate quite a bit depending on what is going on.  We have children attending from EGAC, 

OMAC and from the community.  Currently Tanya Nenclares, Tina Liang and I are leading.   
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Children’s Worship 

In 2017 those that attended Children’s Worship focused their learning on the Fruit of the Spirit, 

God’s greatness and twelve essential ‘how-to’s” of the faith.  The average attendance was eight. 

Thank you to Sophia Lai for giving oversight and leadership to this ministry. 

Playgroup 

What I love about Playgroup is the atmosphere of joy and acceptance.  Every mom who has 

attended from the community says that our playgroup is just so inviting and welcoming.  We 

don’t do anything special or unique so I can only presume that it is the presence of God that they 

experience.  One mom told us that when she first came to playgroup she was at a low point and 

she felt welcome right away and like she belonged.  God ministered to her on those Thursday 

mornings as she experienced our love of her children and our acceptance of her.  

 

We grew in 2017 regularly having ten children attend, but don’t worry we have room for more. 

The nature of playgroup is transitional as moms return to work and kids go off to daycares or 

“graduate” into kindergarten.  We have moms, grandmas and caregivers who have brought their 

little ones to play.  We enjoy our time with each family while they are able to spend their 

Thursday mornings with us.  Join us if you have little ones at home.  

 

Summer Day Camp 

August 21-15 we “visited” Ancient Egypt for our summer day camp theme and visited with 

Joseph each day on his journey from prison to palace.  Imagine the children’s surprise that first 

morning when they were actually taken downstairs to our catacombs which had been 

transformed into Joseph’s prison cell.  The kids were truly amazed, and as it is a little dark and 

smelly down there, it was quite easy to make it seem like a prison cell.   

 

For the first time registration was shut down prior to the first day of camp as we had over 153 

children registered.  The walk-ins that first morning were disappointed but after quick thinking 

from Sarah Bercier we created a wait list and Denise Bussiere called all the families that didn’t 

show up that first morning to verify whether they were still coming. In the end God provided a 

place for each child on our waiting list as the ‘no shows’ balanced out with the walk in 

registrations.  Thank you Lord!  We are so thankful that God keeps bringing new children to our 

day camp.  Such a blessing and we know that there are as many invited by friends who came 

previous years to those that come from the door-to-door postcard invitations. 

Some stats from the week. 

* In total we had 105 families join us; 150 children attended at some point in the week. 

* New families: 30 

* Returning Community Families:  30 

* EGAC Families: 24 

* OMAC Families: 17 

* FCC Families: 4 

* Volunteers (EGAC, OMAC & FCC) on site during the week:  70 

* Professions of Faith:  12 (first time) 

* Afternoon extension:  34 

 

We went low key for the afternoon extension this year bringing in Radical Science and The Zoo 

Crew. The rest of the week the children enjoyed science experiments, engineering challenges and 
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creating crafts.  We have learned that they are too tired in the afternoon to sit and learn and do 

better with hands on activities.   

 

French Ministry to Children 
In the Fall the French Ministry began meeting on Friday evenings and are offering a children’s 

program during that time with a short Bible lesson and games run by Juliette Lapointe with 

Sandy Mvuelzolo as helper.  Attendance ranged from 2 – 5 children each week.   It is exciting to 

see this little group form and we pray for growth in the coming year. 

 

Family Ministry                                                                                                                                                       

Faith at Home continued in 2017 with four sessions during the winter/spring.  Our topics 

included Family devotions, Four-fold Kids (the Alliance four-fold gospel), Prayer, and the 

Ordinances of Baptism and Communion.  OMAC ran Alpha Parenting in the Fall. 

 

We are always looking for creative ways to connect with parents and find out what types of 

seminars or classes are of interest to parents. If you would like to give some organization to 

parent focused classes or events please let me know.       

Leadership 

In April, Colin & Monica Bernard and I attended the FamilyLife Canada conference in Toronto 

which offered seminars of marriage ministry and family ministry. I have been in conversation 

with a representative since then about bringing one of their seminars here hopefully in 2018, 

entitled Discipline that Connects with your Child’s Heart.  There continues to be a need to keep 

marriage and family life on our prayer radar.  As a church family you have incredible 

opportunities to support and encourage one another couple to couple, family to family.  May this 

year be filled with the gift of fellowship. 

The children’s leadership team met twice in 2017 in April and November.  I am so thankful for 

each of the team members: Denise Bussiere, Amanda Chen, Debra Jackson, Sophia Lai, Doreen 

Loo, Susan Pay, Cai Peng, Lidia Taylor, Paul Zhou, and recently joining us is Esther Christensen 

who will be replacing Brittany Fast.  We appreciate Brittany and her care of the nursery ministry 

the last few years and wish her well as she steps aside from leading the nursery ministry.  

Celebration 
As a church family we celebrate the arrival of the following babies from EGAC Joyce McGill, 

Elianna Kahle, Joel Lee, Ann Kahle, Gwen Thivierge, and Anaël Joseph; and from OMAC 

Vernon Xiong, Moriah Zhu, and Zion Zhang. 

We also celebrate with the families who dedicated their children to the Lord in 2017 from EGAC 

Zion Billares, Griffin Gakinya, Soren Haddad, Noah Joseph, Ann Kahle, Elianna Kahle, Zoé 

Lapointe, Elizabeth McLennan, Damian & Gwen Thivierge, Alicia Escalante and Romeo, Olga 

and Danna Mata; and from OMAC Benjamin Zhang, Vernon Xiong and Moriah Zhu. 

 

It is always a blessing to see young people make the decision to be baptized and to publically 

declare that they desire to live their life for God.  This year Trevor and Pamela Pung and 

Matthieu Bercier were baptized.   
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It was wonderful to participate with OMAC’s volunteer appreciation dinner.  Ministry would not 

happen without our faithful volunteers.   

So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each 

be rewarded according to their own labor. For we are co-workers in God's service;                                   

you are God's field, God's building.  I Corinthians 3:7-9  

This passage reminds me that God doesn’t call us all to the same task but as we are faithful in 

doing what he has called us to He will be faithful to bring fruit.  You are all so appreciated.  

Thank you for planting and watering.  Thank you for being co-workers in God’s service! 

As we look to 2018 the teachers are all reading a book entitled “Missing:  An Urgent Call for the 

Church to Rescue Kids”. We plan to meet on February 3rd to discuss this book and share what 

we have learned about ministering to this generation.  Generation Z and Generation Alpha will 

grow up in a very different world then even a decade ago.  We trust that God will indeed raise up 

our church community to rescue kids from the destructive ways of today’s world and to be 

effective in our discipleship with them and their families. 

 

We hope to partner with Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) to come alongside a member of 

EGAC to offer an ongoing Good News Club at a Cooperative Housing Complex on Ogilvie 

Road.  Please pray that God would send the right people to be involved.  

 

We also have plans for a playground revamp thanks to a generous donation to OMEGA Kids.  

We will be asking a couple of children and parents to join a committee to give input into the 

equipment choices.  We have purchased another set of class Bibles from this donation as well as 

the book, “Missing:  An Urgent Call for the Church to Rescue Kids”, mentioned above, for all 

the teachers.  The children’s leadership team has created a wish list which will be considered for 

future use of this fund but we have voted to set aside 75% of it for the playground revamp and 

this was approved by EGAC Board of Elders. 

 

Faithfully submitted by 

Debbie Macphail 

 

Report of the Nursery 
This year was a fun year for our little ones. Lots of love and lots of play. We received some new 

volunteers and lost some of our other volunteers. Thank you to everyone who volunteers and 

shows their love to our children. Your love and time are a blessing. We updated a few toys this 

year and made sure we always had snacks and diapers for our little ones. Thank you and God 

bless.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Brittany Fast – Many thanks to Brittany for her leadership in this important ministry.  As she has 

stepped down now, we welcome Esther Christensen who has enthusiastically taken this 

responsibility on. 
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Report of Plan to Protect 
 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the Plan to Protect Team for all their hard work and 

continuous support this past year.  Special mention goes to: 

 

 Amanda Chen (OMAC P2P Deacon); 

 Debbie Macphail (P2P Children Ministry Rep. – EGAC); and 

 Lisa Wilson (Administrative Assistant – EGAC). 

 

We, the P2P team, would like to thank all volunteers for the part you played within the Plan to 

Protect Program’s achievements this past year: 

 

 1) ICAC churches: 

  - We continue to work as an ICAC group…with East Gate Alliance, Ottawa Mandarin  

   Alliance and Filipino Community Churches. 

 2) Annual Registration Days – May and June 2017; 

 3) Annual Revision and Orientation Trainings – September 2017 – ongoing into 2018 

  - There were over 125 volunteers trained within EGAC, OMAC, and FCC. (FCC joined 

   us for the first time this year.) 

  -  Special thanks goes to Miss Debbie and Pastor Josh for assisting with the training  

   process. 

 4) Some minor revisions of P2P Guidelines for Joint Ministry with OMAC 

  - Vulnerable Adult’s Ministry and the renaming of our children’s ministry from   

   OMEGA Kids to ICAC Children’s Ministry as well as including ICAC in the youth  

   guidelines. 

  

The congregations of East Gate, Ottawa Mandarin and the Filipino Community have continued 

to grow in numbers, therefore making up the increased numbers of volunteers screened and 

trained this year.  The increased number of trainings this year has been a challenge and we 

continue to train into the new year to ensure all volunteers are trained within their prospective 

ministries. 

 

Special thanks go to the EGAC’s & OMAC Board of Elders, Filipino Pastoral Team, the P2P 

Team members, and most importantly, to all the volunteers for your continued support. 

 

Plan to Protect Program Director, Denise Bussière 

 

 

Go and Tell Report 

 
In 2016-2017 Laure Marie and I perceived that we had two main challenges to the Go and Tell 

Program. One of the challenges was the increase in numbers of children attending about 40 

some. The second challenge was the need for more volunteers. Well, sometimes to meet 

challenges we need to change our perspective. 

We had to celebrate the fact the we had an increase of children attending. The children were 

showing interest and enthusiasm for all the children’s programs. In addition, the volunteers that 
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we did have all knew and loved the Lord and were committed to working with the children once 

a month for Go and Tell. 

We were also blessed with those who were preparing to go or who had gone on missions trips. 

They shared their experiences, demonstrating the love they have for the Lord and for their 

neighbour. People such as Lynda and Alan Nelson who shared about building water filters in El 

Salvador, the group of Youth who went to Guatemala to minister to children, Inge and Vivian 

who were off to Germany to minister to refugees to mention a few. 

We changed the structure of the program by dividing the grade 2-6 groups into two smaller 

groups and rotated the two groups through the lesson part of the program and through the craft 

and activity part. While one group was learning about a people group; aspects of their culture, 

daily living, environment, needs and how God was impacting their lives, the other group was 

involved in a related craft or activity. Then, after 30 minutes, the groups traded places so that 

each group was exposed to the lesson or craft/activity and were able to pray specifically and 

effectively for the people groups. 

We found that many children grew in their ability and genuine desire to pray. There was 

evidence of hearts becoming flesh and minds becoming focused on others. We discovered that 

their questions were deeper and showed that they had been listening more intentionally: to 

know exactly what God would want for these people groups and for missionaries and pray 

intentionally. 

We also noticed that the children were extremely receptive to the various delicious foods that 

Laure-Marie prepared. They enjoyed practicing the traditional table customs of various cultures 

and respectfully tried traditional unfamiliar and familiar foods from various nations. 

Our volunteers, Daniel Cui, Jeremy Tiam, Vicky Wu and occasionally Justin Bercier and Pierre- 

Stephane, are off to college, university and other responsibilities and I know that none of these 

have left their first love but continue to grow in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 

“12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that 

we may understand what God has freely given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words 

taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with 

Spirit-taught words.[c] 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because 

they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about 

all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known 

the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 

2:12-16. 

 

Laure-Marie Carignan 

Debra Jackson 

 

Go N’ Tell 3-6 years 
The Go N’ Tell teachers had another great year with the EGAC and OMAC children within the 

Go N’ Tell: 3 – 6 yrs. 

From February to June 2017, we had between 30-36 children eager to learn from our 8 teachers:  

Carmen Choueiry, OMAC Preschool teachers and 4 Youth - Shalom Chen, Jeremy Tian, James 

Lu, Luc Bussière and Alexandre Bussière (Occasional helper). 

Once again this year, the children were divided into 3 age groups: 3-4 years, 5 years and 6 years 

with 2 teachers each group.  Within their groups they work through Welcome Activities, then we 
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joined together for Worship, Bible Story and Snack.  Afterwards, we return to our groups and 

complete the class with a Review Activity and a Game. 

We used the “All God’s Children” by Kathy Felty.  This curriculum teaches how all God’s 

different children have the same needs: for clothing, for a home, for a family, and for neighbors. 

From September – December 2017, we welcomed a new group of teachers:  OMAC Preschool 

teachers and 5 Youth – Shalom Chen, James Lu, Luc Bussière and Alexandre Bussière.  Our 

class numbers averaged 20-30 children from September to December. 

We started a new curriculum, “Outside the Lines” by Caleb Project 2005.  The class format is the 

same, however, the themes include “The Bible as One Story”; The Names of God”;  and 

“Blessed to Be a Blessing.” 

Looking forward to working with the Go N’ Tell: 3-6 years for the rest of the 2017-2018 year. 

Sincerely forwarded by Denise Bussière, Go N’ Tell Teacher 

 

Report of the Youth Pastor 2017 

 
Student Ministry 

Well another year has flown by and I have been so grateful for all that took place in 2017. 

This time last year as I was writing the annual report for 2016 and doing some reflection time for 

that year, I was a little bit discouraged that I wasn’t seeing any students making a decision to 

follow Christ. As I was writing up the report I remember praying that in 2017 I would see 

students giving their lives to Him. Well, it must have only been about a month after writing that 

report when my prayer was answered! In fact, last year I had the privilege of hearing one our 

leaders share how she led one of our students to Christ, and then not too long after that I 

personally had the same opportunity as well! Praise God for answering that prayer, and I will 

continue to pray it in a greater hope that more and more students would make that decision. 

As always, we kicked off the year with our Jr. high students on our annual trip to Bedlam  

at Joy Bible Camp. The theme was focused on identity and asking the question “who am I?” I 

am always encouraged by these weekends (even though they can be exhausting!) when I see 

different churches coming together to worship, engage in community with others, and most 

importantly with God. I particularly enjoyed having some new students attend, as these 

weekends tend to be such close quarters that it really does help foster relationships between our 

leadership and our students.  

I would have to say the highlight of the entire year for me was co-leading with Pastor 

Matt McKendry of Cedarview Alliance on our joint missions trip to Guatemala in July. I can’t 

say it enough how amazed and truly thankful I am for the congregation’s overwhelming support 

for us in going on this trip. Without God’s provision and your generosity along with your 

prayers, this trip would not have been possible. We were able to support sending Yocabed 

Efrem, Catherine Wu, Hannah Wilson, Aaron Buitenwerf, Jeremy Tian and myself.  

As we worked together with Cedarview’s team, our trip’s primary focus was working 

with children. We met with Pastor Victor and his congregation where we discussed the details 

about our partnership with them in working with the elementary school that they established 

right next to their building. The majority of our time down there was spent building relationships 
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with kids from kindergarten all the way up to grade 5. We worked with the school staff and 

taught E.S.L. and ran a short Bible lesson with each grade throughout the week. However, each 

day was almost like a new adventure for us as we did not always know what Pastor Victor (and 

God!) had in store for us as plans shifted or completely changed in some instances. On top of 

working with the children each day, we also had an awesome opportunity to support the 

community in running a weekend soccer camp. The kids were overjoyed at their ability to just 

hang out with us gringos and school us in the art of playing futbol. Matt was just awesome to 

work with as his flexibility and jovial nature alongside mine, helped keep the team from any 

grumbling as there were numerous times where we had to change plans or shift things around.  

 Another task we were privileged to do was putting together food hampers and showing 

the love of Christ to some of the local families as we went out into the neighbourhood and 

delivered those baskets. These visits at first were simply heartbreaking if I could sum it up that 

way. Many of these families were struggling in various ways and our hearts were deeply moved 

as we saw the conditions of the homes and state of the families (especially the children!). These 

visits not only gave us the opportunity to see first hand what life was like for this community but 

we were able to express God’s love for each family as well as ours in giving them gifts and 

praying for each of them. This was by far the most impactful aspect of our trip. There is so much 

more to say about all that God did there with and through us, so if you want more info, ask me or 

one of the students who went on the trip! Just know that God was not simply at work in the lives 

of those we ministered to, but He was doing a great work in our lives too! I was just amazed at 

how we all worked together cohesively and without any serious incidents. It was a beautiful 

picture of the Body of Christ coming together for one common purpose: to proclaim Christ and 

share His love. I will never forget this experience and the pleasure of  being able to lead and to 

see these students grow deeper while we were there and beyond as they returned back to Canada. 

I will leave the Summer Day Camp re-cap to Debbie, but I am constantly blown away at 

the amazing willingness of many of our youth from all the congregations as they give up their 

time and serve the church and our surrounding community during this week. It’s awesome to 

work alongside them and see them develop their own leadership skills as they help lead stations 

and groups.  

As summer ended we sadly had to say goodbye to two of our leaders: Pat Gauthier, and 

Amanda McKee. While this was and continues to be a trying circumstance, we continue to trust 

in God’s timing and leading as He works in this ministry. We know that He provides and is the 

real one in charge of this ministry, so we rest in that and continue to pray that He sends us new 

volunteers who desire to serve these students and are passionate about them knowing Jesus. 

Sr. High fall retreat was a new experience for all of us. We had not gone to it in some 

time. It was a great start to the semester and helped us build up some momentum for the 

remaining term. Like Bedlam, it’s a collective of various churches throughout the ECD. While 

less hectic than Bedlam, it is a similar experience and I continue to appreciate these gathering 

times together as the Body of Christ with other church families. I love hanging out with our 
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students and being able to worship God and hear from his Word together as we all grow in 

community. 

Throughout the Fall semester myself and some of the other leaders began really pursuing 

God’s direction and heart for our youth ministry. Therefore, another exciting thing we are 

working on together is the possibility of rebranding our youth ministry. This came out of many 

conversations together and after much prayer. We are seeking God’s direction for this ministry 

as we are passionate about seeing students connect with one another and know God deeper in all 

sorts of ways. Through Matt Beamish, we were able to connect with a local organisation called 

Godzspeed who work with other organisations in rebranding their image. We brought them in 

December to take over one of our youth nights and lead our students in a workshop that sought to 

get to the “soul” or heart of our ministry together. They were able to come in and assess where 

our group was at and we have now received an information package on their findings and their 

helpful advice on how to move forward. We have no intention to just simply rebrand for the sake 

of changing a name or creating a new logo. Our whole vision and intention behind this has 

always been: “how can we serve these students better?” That is our question, but as this 

continues to be an ongoing process of discernment and seeking God’s leading, nothing has been 

finalized yet. My hope is that you would join us in praying for the direction of this ministry as 

we aim to lead this generation of students to Christ and challenge, stretch, and help them foster a 

deeper walk with God in their personal lives and together in community. I am excited about it 

and look forward to where God takes us! 

Our annual Christmas party was another highlight as this was the first time in a long time 

that we had done a lock-in night at the church. One of our students ran an amazing race, we had a 

coffee house/ talent show, and the majority of the time was spent playing games, watching 

Christmas movies and of course, staying up all night! (which I hadn’t done since studying for 

exams at university!) It was great way to end off the year! 

I wanted to close with another praise item. Over the year we were able to share in the joy 

of seeing Magdalene Lim, Jared Lim, Tina Liang, Nathan Liu and Matthieu Bercier make their 

decisions to get baptized. Many of these baptisms took place at our joint international service at 

the beginning of the year which is an awesome time for our congregation to hear their 

testimonies and to encourage these students in their growth and development as they publicly 

proclaim their commitments to follow Jesus. Pray for them as they run their races! Praise God 

for the work He is doing and continues to do in the lives of our youth. 

As always, I am extremely thankful for our leadership team as they serve with joyful 

hearts and are passionate about our ministry to these students. Thank you, thank you thank you! 

You all have been amazing and in no particular order I want to thank: Sam Mansour, Jessica 

Kyoz, Nick Gratton, Andy Statia, Matthew Beamish, Cathryn Zuo  and Glenda Cenina for all 

you do that is seen and unseen. Without volunteers, ministries like this are not always possible, 

so thank you so much and may God bless you as you continue to serve in His kingdom in this 

capacity! 
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Finally, I am also deeply appreciative and grateful for my wife Stephanie most of all. 

Your support in various ways in ministry and in my life spur me on. All your help in keeping me 

organized, designing our flyers for various youth outings, and being a sound board for my hopes 

and ideas cannot be overstated. You are truly a blessing in my life. I thank God for you! 

 

Young Adults Ministry 

 

     Much of 2017 was spent in a sort of hiatus in terms of a regular gathering time. However, this 

did not mean we did not get together! Most of our young adult community enjoys hanging out 

together and so many of our times together were spent playing video games, board games and 

eating food. It was predominantly a time for fellowship. That said, I felt that due to the lack of 

spiritual discussion or simply going through a study together that we were missing out on 

something when we gathered. Through much prayer and discussion with other members of the 

community I felt that we needed to change the format of our group. September was approaching 

and Pastor Bill was establishing a deeper vision for our church-wide small groups ministry and I 

felt that our “small-group” needed a deeper vision as well. Thus, I capped off our group’s age 

bracket to those who were 18-30 years old, we set a time to meet twice a month on the second 

and fourth Sundays and we honed in on some of the various subjects we wanted to discuss 

together based on Scripture. We have been meeting consistently since September and our group 

is in the process of collaborating with Paul Zhou in meeting together with their OMAC young 

adults group. This has proved most challenging! Many of their members are either students or 

they live out in the west end of Ottawa, which makes it difficult to meet at the church for our 

gathering times. Please pray that Paul and I can navigate this in order to make it work for those 

who want to be a part of this. 

     Another exciting possibility that we are figuring out is how to help our graduating students 

transition into this ministry. While nothing is set in stone, I am excited about the prospect of 

having our grade 12 students potentially join us as they move forward in life. My prayer is that 

they find acceptance, and a place to grow deeper in their own walks with Christ as they face the 

challenges of life after high school and head into the workforce and/or post-secondary education. 

     This is a very fluctuating ministry at times as people are in school or are working. Schedules 

can often be demanding and overwhelming. Pray for this group of young men and women who 

want to connect in this community and pursue a deeper walk with Christ. Pray that God 

continues to guide us, that He would provide leadership within the group and that He would 

grow this ministry the way He desires!  

 

 

To God be all the glory! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pastor Josh Kahle 
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Report of Quizzing 
Quizzing is a great program for students in Grades 6-12 to memorize God’s Word and compete 

with other kids from around our District.  The quizzing program runs during the school year, so 

we finished last year with a meet in Belleville, Toronto and Joy Bible Camp studying the book of 

Luke.  Our teams finished very well for the year, coming in 3
rd

 and 13
th 

out of 27.  Matthieu 

Bercier came in 4
th

 of the rookies (new quizzers) for the year. Alain Bercier graduated out of the 

program, but has returned and been a coach since the Fall, along with Pastor Josh and Marc 

Bercier.  This quizzing year we are studying 1 & 2 Corinthians and have 3 teams with quite a 

few rookie players.  We meet weekly to read the chapter they are studying for the week and talk 

about its meaning and application in our lives and then do practice quizzing.  We have found 

many challenging topics in 1 Corinthians so far!   We have attended the meets at the Met in 

Ottawa and Kingston in early January.  We are grateful for your support in prayer for the 

students as they memorize God’s Word, and for travel to the meets.  We also thank you for 

buying our baked goods and enjoying our BBQ fundraisers.  With 2 students in the top 10 (Justin 

and Matthieu) we may need to do some more fundraising to send them to Internationals in July. I 

have had the privilege of being the District Coordinator for the last year and a half, which keeps 

me very busy prior to the meets.  It is great to see the students’ excitement as they speak the 

Word and have success in the competition.  It is always my prayer that God’s Word would have 

lasting impact on their lives, both now and after they graduate. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Buitenwerf  

 

East Gate Alliance Church Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2017 

 

ASSETS 
     

 
Current Assets 

  

  
Chequing/Savings 

 

   
BMO Chequing Account 123,785.77 

   
 ING  

 
135,888.46 

  
Total Chequing/Savings 259,674.23 

  
Other Current Assets 

 

   
Petty Cash 1,000.00 

  
Total Other Current Assets 1,000.00 

 
Total Current Assets 260,674.23 

 
Fixed Assets 

   

  
Furniture and Fixtures 156,912.34 

  
Land and Buildings 967,098.94 

 
Total Fixed Assets 1,124,011.28 

TOTAL ASSETS 
  

1,384,685.51 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
  

 
Liabilities 

    

  
Current Liabilities 

 

   
Other Current Liabilities 

 



37 

 

    
 Payroll Liabilities -216.44 

    
Home Missions 

 

     
Counselling Min - ACTS 488.01 

     
G and E Jarjour 729.56 

     
 EG refugee sponsorship 

 

      
 Yonas Sponsorship 4,500.00 

      
EG refugee sponsorship - Other 26,647.05 

     
 EG refugee sponsorship 31,147.05 

    
Home Missions 32,364.62 

    
Special Needs Fund 965.98 

    
Non-CMA Designated 

 

     
Because International -176.07 

    
Total Non-CMA Designated -176.07 

    
Building Fund 

 

     
Parking lot upgrade 22,334.62 

     
Building Fund - Other 41,236.00 

    
Total Building Fund 63,570.62 

    
 Short Term Missions Fund 

 

     
Project Egypt 3,933.00 

     
Short Term Missions Fund - Other 15.00 

    
Total Short Term Missions Fund 3,948.00 

    
Arabic Fund -16.34 

    
Benevolent Fund 1,286.91 

    
International Church Fund 54,012.58 

    
Scholarship Fund 392.80 

    
Petty Cash Fund 1,000.00 

    
Children's Ministry Projects 43,912.90 

   
Total Other Current Liabilities 201,045.56 

  
Total Current Liabilities 201,045.56 

 
Total Liabilities 

 
201,045.56 

 
Equity 

     

  
Furniture and Fixtures Equity 156,912.34 

  
Land and Building Equity 967,098.94 

  
Cur Fund Balance(Ret Earn) 53,989.16 

  
Net Income 

 
5,639.51 

 
Total Equity 

  
1,183,639.95 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,384,685.51 
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East Gate Alliance 
Profit & Loss Report 

Jan - Dec 
17 

 
 

Income 
  

  
 Current Fund Giving Receipts 214,403.91 

 
  

 Other Current Fund Receipts 
  

   
Estate Account 5,020.09 

 
   

Church Leadership Materials 1,676.90 

 
   

Summer Day Camp Receipts 730.00 

 
   

Outreach 20.00 

 
   

Alpha Course Receipts 2,334.25 

 
   

BHHOP 884.55 

 
   

ESL 160.00 

 
   

Communion Supplies 10.00 

 
   

Conference Receipts 84.00 

 
   

Honourarium Receipts 200.00 

 
   

Men's Ministry 120.00 

 
   

Vulnerable Adults-7 UP 1,306.00 

 
   

French Ministry (includes liability 
transfer) 23,253.00 

 
   

Spanish ministry 4,466.43 

 
   

 Tigrinyan Ministry 500.00 

 
   

Audio Visual Receipts 150.00 

 
   

Quiz Team 2,568.71 

 
   

Youth 5,941.66 

 
   

Office Supplies 65.00 

 
  

Total  Other Current Fund Receipts 49,490.59 

 
  

 Rental Income 
  

   
 Halley's Service Centre 480.00 

 
   

 Parking Lot Rental 22,705.90 

 
   

 Filipino Church Rent 13,975.00 

 
   

 Other Facilities Rentals 3,330.00 

 
  

Total 43000 · Rental Income 40,490.90 

 
  

 Other Income 
  

   
OMAC Expense Sharing 61,019.58 

 
   

 Memorial Gifts 136.00 

 
   

 Interest-ING Savings 555.30 

 
   

GST and HST Rebates 5,989.45 

 
  

 Other Income 67,700.33 

 
 

Total Income 372,085.73 

 
 

Expense 
  

  
Advertising 337.29 

 
  

Agape Ministry 50.00 

 
  

Welcome Centre 576.11 
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Bank Service Charges 2,185.79 

 
  

Bank Charges - Credit Cards 106.40 

 
  

Maintenance-Building Ex. 9,760.30 

 
  

Maintenance-Grounds Ex. 575.84 

 
  

Child and Family Ministries Ex. 2,085.40 

 
  

Children's Worship 263.47 

 
  

Prime Time 1,050.63 

 
  

Go N' Tell 487.55 

 
  

Faith Friends 353.57 

 
  

Church Leadership Materials Ex. 4,200.70 

 
  

Library 461.63 

 
  

Nursery 1.97 

 
  

Plan to Protect Ex. 224.86 

 
  

Summer Day Camp 2,958.65 

 
  

Outreach 824.03 

 
  

Alpha Course 4,057.10 

 
  

BHHOP 1,521.00 

 
  

District Operating Budget top up 3,684.62 

 
  

Communion Supplies 131.93 

 
  

Computers 997.77 

 
  

Conferences 2,927.96 

 
  

Database 503.02 

 
  

EFC Membership 360.00 

 
  

Flowers, Gifts and Cards Ex. 194.31 

 
  

 Honourariums 2,800.00 

 
  

Insurance 7,035.12 

 
  

Internet Service 1,067.77 

 
  

Men's Ministry 310.71 

 
  

Missions Conference 600.00 

 
  

Pastoral Care Expenses 1,544.66 

 
  

Office Supplies Ex. 4,481.06 

 
  

Vulnerable Adults-7 UP 313.39 

 
  

Pastor Visitation and Hospitality 191.51 

 
  

Social and Hospitality 1,287.04 

 
  

French Ministry Expenses 235.55 

 
  

Spanish ministry 2,176.22 

 
  

 Audio Visual 6,982.70 

 
  

Snow Removal 3,729.00 

 
  

Telephone 917.77 

 
  

Utilities - water 737.52 

 
  

Utilities - Electricity 6,791.52 

 
  

Utilities - Gas 5,266.78 

 
  

Worship Materials Ex. 508.70 
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Quiz Team Ex. 3,061.03 

 
  

Youth Ex. 14,549.54 

 
  

Payroll Expenses 260,976.73 

 
 

Total Expense 366,446.22 

 Net Income 5,639.51 
 

       

Other Giving (Liabilities) Report 

 

Other giving 2017 
  

Donations 
 

Dispersed 
 

        Global Advance Fund 
 

43519.37 
 

43519.37 
 

        C&MA designated 
      

 
Total to individuals: 

 
430 

 
430 

 

  
Kuranjis 

 
430 

 
430 

 

        

 
Global relief 

 
110 

 
110 

 

 
(Peru, Mexico) 

     

        Non C& MA designated 
     

 
Samaritan's Purse  

 
602 

 
602 

 

 
(Turn on the Tap Program collected in Primetime) 

  

 
Because International (Shoes) 1584.95 

 
1761.02 

 

 
Our Daily Bread 

 
520 

 
520 

 

        Project Egypt 
  

11,852.85 
 

11,539.85 
 

        Short Term Missions Projects 
     

 
Hungry for Life - Guatemala 15,955.15 

 
15,955.15 

 

        

 
Rideau High Refugee Boots 110 

 
1,018.15 

 

        Home Missions 
      

 
District Operating Budget 2,747.50 

 
6431.62 

includes top 
up 

 
Sea to Sea 

 
1,962.50 

 
1,962.50 

 

 
ACTS 

  
12,564.74 

 
13,437.31 

 

 
Barry Whatley 

 
971 

 
971 

 

 
Dina & Ahmad Zeividavi 2669.5 

 
2669.5 

 

 
Toronto Alliance Rebuild 549.5 

 
549.5 
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Bardwells 

  
941 

 
941 

 

 
Jarjours 

  
649.5 

 
1231.58 

 

        

        EG Refugee Sponsorship 
 

2,540 
 

1398.62 
 

 
Fund balance 

    
31,147.05 

 
Yonas Sponsorship 

 
4500 

 
0 

 International Church Fund  
 

0 
 

947.83 
 

        Arabic Fund 
  

0 
 

421.92 
 

        Scholarship Fund 
  

100 
   

        Children's Ministry Projects 
 

45,000 
 

1,087.10 
 

        Benevolent Fund 
  

10,789.34 
 

10,964.93 
 

        Building Fund 
  

34,707.13 
 

19,664.51 
 

 
OMAC repayment 

 
2,735.96 

   

 
transfer from Parking (20%) 11,832.95 

   

 
and 50% Halley's parking 

    Parking Lot Upgrade 
 

22,705.90 
 

371.28 
 

 
(transfer from parking 40%) 
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Nominating Committee Report 2017 

 
The following is the status of Board members effective to the February 2018 Annual General 

Meeting: 

 

Dave Steadman, Treasurer, started in 2017, 1st term ends 2019 

Gilles Bussiere, Pastoral Care Elder, started 2013, 3rd term ends 2019 

Jason Christensen, Secretary (Admin), started 2013, 3rd term ends 2019 

Julien Wamba, Pastoral Care Elder, started 2016, 1st term ends 2018* 

Colin Bernard, Pastoral Care Elder, started 2016, 1st term ends 2018* 

George Haddad, Pastoral Care Elder, started in 2016, 1st term ends 2018* 

Decky Kapuka, Pastoral Care Elder, started in 2014, 2nd term ends 2018* 

 

The Nominating Committee nominates the following to serve as Pastoral Care Elders for 2018-

2019: 

 

Julien Wamba 

Colin Bernard 

George Haddad 

 

 

The following is the status of Pastoral Care members effective to February 2018 Annual General 

Meeting: 

 

Agathe Houle, Pastoral Care Associate, started 2015, 2nd term ends 2019 

Maxine Sarrazin, Pastoral Care Associate, started 2017, 1st term ends 2019 

Teresa Lafortune, Pastoral Care Associate, started 2016, 1st term ends 2018* 

Leanne Bikai, Pastoral Care Associate, started 2016, 1st term ends 2018* 

 

The Nominating Committee nominates the following to serve as Pastoral Care Associates for 

2018-2019 

 

Teresa Lafortune 

Senait  Teklehiwot 

 

Additional nominations must be made in writing, signed by two members in good standing, and 

filed with the chairman of the Nominating Committee for posting before public services of the 

Sunday prior to the Annual General Meeting.  Nominees must be consenting members in good 

standing (East Gate Bylaws). 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Dave Steadman 

Chair, Nominating Committee 

 
 

 


